Second Reading for week 2 (Marsh 2006) 

Read Marsh, I and Keating, M. (2006) Sociology: Making sense of society, Harlow: Pearsons Educational. Pages 23-28.

This is available in the library and some flavour is provided here.
The emphasis on culture, rather than biological instinct, as the key to understanding human behaviour implies that learning plays an essential part in creating social beings. In sociology, the term given to the process by which we learn the norms, values and roles approved by our society is 'socialization'. The survival of children into adulthood and the future of culture itself depend on a society's successful organization of this process.

………………………………………………………

Even if love and marriage do not necessarily go together, we might be tempted to assume that love and sex do.  In ‘dynastic marriages’ it was not expected the marriage would be fulfilling, but ‘courtly love’ provided the opportunity for satisfaction outside marriage.  The well publicized indiscretions of the British royal family in the 1990’s suggest that such arrangements are still tolerated.

(Marsh 2006):23-28)
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